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appear. The so-called religions of Greece had
no sacerdotal organisation. Neither had they
obligatory dogmas. They knew and imposed upon
the citizens merely external rites. The supreme
deity of the Greek philosophers was simply reason.
Aristotle placed Nature herself far below reason,
which she could not equal.

The Greeks lacked several conditions for trans-
forming their mythology into a religion: a revealer,
a sacred book, and a theological system. No
Greek had ventured to place himself, in the char-
acter of an intermediary, between Olympus and
simple mortals; not one of them had written books
under the dictation of the gods. Nor had Greece
a special theology, codifying the priesthood, and
the modes of worshipping the gods. The will and
the caprice of individuals did not cease to regulate
the rites. The religion of the Greeks was only an
imagery of the poets. The genius of the latter had
furnished its foundation and its ornaments. The
attempts of the Pythagoreans to give Greek
faith the more stable stamp of the revealed reli-
gions never attained any positive result. Greek
credulity, free in its movements, only peopled
with infinite variations the frames of the poems
bequeathed by the ancestors.

We scorn the past and hold the future cheap, if